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tk THE CLAIMS; 

All pendtog data* and .heir preset s.«us axe produced be.ow. Ktoffly amend this 

application as indicated herein. 

35 . (Currently Amended) A system for modifying a price curve in order to approach a 
seller's sales goal for a featured item in an on-line buying-group sale, comprising: 

<& an e-commerce server data processing system, the e-commerce server data 
processing system including e^mmerce server software executable on the e^ommerce server 
data processing system and configured to define the on-line buying-group sale for the featured 
item; 

ft a storage device coupled to the e-commerce server data processing system and 
having stored therein a data repository including at least price data for the featured item, quantity 
data for the featured item and buyer-submitted offer data; and 

& a merchandising staff data processing system coupled to the storage device, the 
merchandising staff data processing system ^ludin^ u W n nmrul ull u uu fl ir m nrrhnndi^ 

jtiif f dotn T t rniif i mii i c t*"™ nnH configured to: 

^ ■ <w nHce cur v- item in the on-line buyii^mnp sale by Rising 

the price daf q ^ the fea^rred item: 

receive m LU Uuu JLi.i fe rtiff in F ^ 3 n input from the seller during the on-line; buying- 

group sale; 

^ a ^W define « ™ce curve during the on-line rmw-f»™P sale fa the 

^ m th. nn-line ^ r -°™ V ^onsive. to the input frnm the seller in , order to 
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ss ^ MsslSsiiMSsl ^ ft. defining «h, on-Hne tM*. *1« for fe*ured l» 

^^^ ^u d ^ a o m I ,. , uni l i ^ u u nmrt ln d .0 -«» . r* ~<*^ 

W ,1, hr^*^!*****"^*- 

to ^ rtn.n fn r to-J U »u , ( f ■ - ■ ' 

ki ui d ei' to app rnnc h j i M r r'i m i™ g o nl . 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 35 wherein the seller'* sales goal for 

the on-line buying-group sale is customer acquisition and the o^ond price curve reflects a 
r1iwr ^ w ^„ .„rve in which um iUlL . ^libri u m u iauu fc ui fl.. rmrfici m H l^ 
l u u diQ di e prioc nt r 1 1 f u i l lm fr n tu md ii u u jo oa T n i nt wa i range of acceptable buyer- 
su bmitted offers i S increased, thus reducing a gross margin for the on-line buying-group sale and 

increasing market share. 

37. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 35 wherein the seller's sales goal for 
the on-line buying-group sale is increasing sales revenue for the on-line buying-group salejmd 

Thr — * r - * changp fr0TT1 thr curve * which - m ut kat cquilibT i,ini 

u u u m m f iudi L i fiunm rt t n m n di f > O u u ui.r r rn r* fo r Oil li-ai im d i n T n in f W a 

range of acceptable buyer-submitted offers is increased, thus reducing a gross margin for the on- 
line buying-group sale and increasing sales revenue for The on-line buying-group sale. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 35 wherein the seller's sales goal for 
the on-line buying-group sale is inventory leveling of the featured item salejffli the second prifte 
nir .- . from the fr «* y** in which i i mUI equ ilibrium monger n i rth o r 

u uIUuiL dt o m nrtif j H i 1 r 1111 nMnMndit nmrn aotoincrc^ - a range of acceptable 

buyer-submitted offers i* increased, thus increasing sales of the featured item and thereby 
reducing inventory of the featured item. 
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39 (Curtly tended) It. sysKraof ctaia, 3= — ^ S « 0- "* 

„,„„ ,, llrr - r ^-. rr — ^^^^^^^^ 

^modm^of^pnce curve for^f^i^^^'^-f-^ 1 ' 

featured item. 

40. (Canceled) 

41 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 35 in which the merchandisin g staff . 

^^^^ 
start time and an end 

featured item, and a starting price for the featured item. 

42. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 41 in which the m erchandising staff 
P n,.ssi« g system soft**** father configured tojr^hy^efed^ a display 

component fou*^^ 

on-line buying group sale ou O u i m uLLu udiri nC JV- ^ t PnV 

43. (Currently Amended) Tbe system of claim 42 in which: 

the commerce server software is further configured to store price and quantity data of 
buyer-submitted offer inputs as the offer data in the data repository; a*i 

,1 ThTnttiT ™ ^emmui k cL uqu ilib ri.m mnnng er is further 

configured to obtain updated price data and the offer data from the data repository, aad 

the display component fee** Configured to display fee- a price curve, an offer 
histogram, corner information sagged 
achieved. 
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„t*g«red t oBC Sis e^^ 

ttaagb W manipulation of the price curve display. 

45. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 44 in «hich th e ITH— ^ 
^^^in^—is^^ 

to data with a data foimot for storage in the data repository. 

46. (Origta^Ttesyaemofcla^Sm^ 

repository. 

47. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 46 in which HiP yiriH mn«mH delayed 

|- ~ nric. curved d M a, co m ! ■ L fl u to cnnficnro d t o ^ ad^ 

J L^ til j k ln min imi H um j J u nf thn fruft i . . 1 i l uu * tho pri nt l ux « ic m nffifl e rt. 

48. -49. (Canceled) 

50. (Cuo^Aincnd^ 
seller's sales goal for an on-line buying-group sale for a featured item; comprising: 
<0 defining an on-line buying-group sale for a featured item; 
& storing in a storage device a data repository including at least price and quantity 

data for the featured item; 

& accepting inputs from prospective buyers in the form of offers for the featured 

item; 

(d) using the inputs from the prospective buyers to modify the data repository; and 

(e) receiving merchandising staff inputs H n rin? the on-line group hiying wfe the 
mrr ^ ^ .H^rni-ia, nr o v iried by * user ass ociated with the seller, an d 
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unU^g a ma*et e°uuib»um manager «-* • — for the 

^ item in the on-line ****** - SSBP^*^ *» ^ - «— ' 
^ for the feared tan repo.toryU^^mej.h^^ - *■ 

fap «s &0 m*ep«.sp e ctfveba yeK mord«,oapp ro ^ te s«ll CT -ssal eS go Sl . 

,1 . (Original) The method of claim 50 wherein the seller's sales goal for the on-line 
buylng-group sale is customer action, <he method further comprising: 

■nodifying the priee curve for the featured item using the market equiHbrium manager so 
as to increase a range of accept buyer-submitted offers 6om a first range ,0 a second range, 
wherein the second range is greater ft. *e firs, range, mus reducing a gross margin for the on- 
line buying-group sale and inrreasrag market share. 

52. (Original) The method of claim SO therein the seller's sales goal for the on-line 
buytag-^roup sale is increasing sales revenue for the on-line buying-group sale, the memod 
further comprising: 

nidifying the price curve for the featured hem using the market equiUbrium manager so 
as to increase a range of acceptable buyer-snbmined offers from a first range to a second range, 
wherein the second range is greater than the firs, range, thus reducing a ffoss margin for the on- 
line buying-group sale and increasing sales revenue for the online buying-gmup sale. 

53. (Original) The memod of claim 50 vAe^^ 
buying-group sale is inventory leveling of the fcahued hem, the mefcod further comprising: 

modifying the price curve for the featured item using the market equUibrium manager so 
as to increase a range of acceptable buyer-submitted offers, thus increasing sales of the feamred 
item and thereby reducing inventory of the featured hem. 
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54 (Origmal) -mod of claim SO herein the seta's sales goal for me on-line 
^.group sate is maximizing ^ .«* margins for sales of *• ** M 

further comprising: 

me price curve for the feamred hem using the maricc. ^uUibri-m manager so 
as to adjust a range of accept!, buyer-submit«d offers for me feared item to a .eve, that 
maxinli2 es the seller's gross profit margin from sales of the featured item. 

55. (Original) The memod of data 50 wherein once the seller's sales goal has been 
approached, the seller has a. leas, another sales goal forme on-line buying-group sale, the 

method further comprising: 

^^ag merchandising staff inputs utilising a market equiUhrium manager configured 
„ modify a price curve tor tie featured uem in me on-line buying-group sale b, unhang me 
price and oaanury data for Ore featured hem in the data reposing and the inputs from the 
. prospective buyers in order to approach the seller's at least another sales goal. 
56. (OrigM)1T*m=modofcUum50to*Wch^ 



item. 

57 



(Currently Amended) The method of claim 56 further comprising: 
ft managing, adjusting and displaying data associated with the on-line buying-group 



sale. 

58. 



(Currently Amended) The method of claim 57 further comprising: 

obtaining update price data and offer data from the data repository and 



displaying the price curve and an offer histogram. 
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59 (Cun^ly Amended)^ methodof claim 58 further comprismg: 

« receiving .erasing staffs to .edify the price curve display by direct 

manipulation of the price curve display. 

60 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 59 further comprising: 

data repository. 

61 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 60 Rather comprising: 

„ i ^ fhi> fpatured item based on data from the 
q displaying a yield amount from sale of the fcafintt item 

data repository, 

«. (Curremly Amended) The m«hod of data 61 further comprising: 

curve is modified. 

O. (CurrenflyAmende^Ame&odforres^pricese^viWfbrafean^i.emm 

an on-line buying-group sale, comprising: 

& defining an on-line buying-group sale for a featured item; 

« storing in a storage device a data repository including at least price and quantity 

data for the featured item; 

W accepting fopu* from prospective buyers in .he form of buyer offers for tie 

featured item; and 

item across the price data for the featured item in the data repository. 

64. (Original) The method of claim 63 wherein the price sensitivity output has a 

graphical format. 
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^^^g^^aco^^for-no^g^ce curved 

computer program comprising: 

W a to, code segment which, when — « - * ^ *•"* **" 

buying-group sale for a featured item; 

w a second code segment which, when executed on a comptfer, stores m 
deviceadata,ep^to W ind»d i n g a, 1 ea S .pnceand, U an* y d* a ford 1 = featured hem; 

w a third code segment which, when executed on a compute,, accepts inputs from 
prospective buyers in the form of offers for the featured item; 

m , fourth code segment which, when execute* on a computer, uses the inputs from 

the prospective buyers to modify the data repository; and 

«* a fifth code segment which, when executed on a computer, receive, 

merchant attff tapu* duns, ,1„ p. lino WW «*■ *. P "* * * * — 

^..^...w^rmlizes^ a market equilibrium manager to modify a price 
curve and approach the seller's sales goal for tie fearured item in the on-line buying-group sale 
by unhang tie price and quantity da* for the feattred item ao^the da* repose, ft. 
p -^ M n„ ^ffinnuts. and the inputs from the prospective buyers. 

66. (Original) The ardcle of manufacture of claim 65 wherein the seller's sales goal 
for the on-line buying-group sale is customer acquisition, tie fifth code segment further defined 



to: 



HrtKHfy the price curve for the featured hem using the market equilibrium manager so as 
. increase a purge of accept buyer-submtad offers from a firs, range . a second range. 
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line btrying-groupsale and increasing market*™- 

defined to: 

modify the price curve for — " " " 

^....f^^— or^ from.** range ,0 a second range, 
^ aK _a I a ng c iSg re-r hm , tafiB .^.-^c inE . B -- Bi » f o im =o 0 - 

and increasing sales revenue for the online buying-group sale, 
line buying-group sale and increasing 

n . . -^nf^mreofclaimeswhereiiithesener'ssalesgoal 
68. (Original) The article of manufacture oi w*"" 

i -«^tnTV leveling of the featured item, the fifth code 
for the on-line buying-group sale is mventory leveling oi 

segment further defined to: 

modify the price curve for the feafcred *~ using *• — ~ " " 

to mcrease a range of accede buver-suomitred offers. - increasing - - - *— 
hem and thereby reducing inventory of tbe featured item. 

69 (Origina.) The .ft* of manufacmre of claim 65 vvherernthe setter's sa.es goai 
for*e on-line buying-group safe is m^i.mg gross pro* margins ttr *ues of me feamred 
item, the fifth code segment further defined to: 

mod* the price curve for me featured *em using the market eouiiibrium manager so as 
w ..am a range of accede hummed d*. for me feamred item a, a level that 
0— .meseUer-spossprontrnargm^msalesoftefe^i^. 
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70 (Original) ^ «** of manure of data 65 once the «H*. sales 

sale the fifth code segment further defined to: 

buyers to order to approach the seller's * leas, another sales goal. 

7,. (Original) The article of manufacnue of data 65 in which the first code segment 

^ j- • „ , rt «nt* for defining the on-line buying group sale 
includes code for receiving merchandising staffinputs for Vim*. 

for the featured item. 

72 ^O^^^ofr^^ot^nm^^^^ 

time and m end time for *e on-line group-buying sale, ^.eas.nthnmurn^esof^e 

featured tern offered and a starting price for the featured item. 

73. ( Cu n ^yArnended)Theardc 1 eofo M u^ofclai m7 2in»hichfl 1 e 

computer program additionally comprises: 

« an sixth code segment for n^ipulaung and displaying data associated with the 

on-line buying-group $ale. 

74. (Curreufly Amended) The article ofmauuftcmreof data 73 in which the 

computer program additionally comprises: 

w a seven* code segment for obtaining updated price dau and me offers from me 

data repository and displaying the price curve and an offer histogram. 
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«. (Currency Amended) ^ »-* ° f — "*«" ° f * to " ^ *" 

computer program further comprises: 

price curve displ^ *» *« —*»**» 0f *• ^ 

76 . (Currem!, Amended) TV ^cleofr^nofectuxe of claim 75 inwhtchthe 

computer program further comprises: 

W aninAcc^^.^^^^^^^^ 10 ^^^" 8 

format for storage in the data repository 

77. (Currently Amended) The amele of manufacture of data 76 in which the 

computer program additionally comprises: 

9 a ten* code segment for dismaying a yieid amount from saie of the featured item 

based on data from the data repository. 

78. (Currently Amended) The article of manufacture of Cairn 77 in which the 

computer program additionally comprises: 

M an eleventh code segment for modifying the displayed yield amount from sale of 

me featured item as the price curve is modified. 

79. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture, which comprises a computer 
readable mediumhaving stored ^inacompu^progr^fortesongpricesensHiviryfora 
featured item in an on-line buying-grcup sale, the computer program comprising: 

w a firs, code segment which, when executed on a computer, defines an on-line 

buying group sale for a featured item; 

W a second code segment which, when execuud on a computer, stores in a storage 

device a data repository including a, less, price and quantity dam for the feamred item; 
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W a third code segment which, when -ecuted on a computer, accepts ^ from 
p^nve buyers in the to of offers for the featured item; and 

„ ,^«*^^^^-'"* , - ; -- ,,,el,,rt,fl0 " 

feaW tan across the price da,a for the featured item In the da«a repository; 

as^c^^ed^^^ 

thr pjj.- ,- 1 ,riti v iw numut tfTHW" Iff "W °M>mS. 

80. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 79 wherein the fourth code segment 
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